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N the fourth volume of thefe Tranfa<9:ions 
an Account is given of the introdudtion 
of the Cinnamon-tree into the Ifland of 
Jamaica; and it is with Angular fatis- 
fadtion the Society are now enabled to lay 
before the Public the following Letter 
from Dr. Dancer ', which contains a 
hiftory of the growth of that valuable 
tree, with fuch fafts relative to it as leave 
no room to doubt its being that fpecies 
which produces the true Cinnamon j 
a fpice hitherto brought to Europe only 
from the Ifland of Ceylon. 



On the receipt of the Letter from Dr. 
I)ahcer, application was made to Mr. 
Long for the paper therein mentioned : 
that which is iaid to hra'e been fent to 
Mr. Wilfon not having been received, 
and Mr, Long having complied with the 
2 Society' s 
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Society's requeft, and communicated the 
following paper to them, the Silver 
Medal was voted to Dr. Dancer for 
the obfervations contained therein, and 
Thanks given to Mr. Long for the obli- 
ging manner in which he had commu- 
nicated it to the Society. 



SIR> 

YOUR favour came fafe to hand ; and I 
acknowledge the obligation I am under 
to you for communicating to me the fenti- 
ments of the Society for the Encourage- 
ment of Arts, Manufadtures, and Com-^ 
merce, refpeding the fpecimens of Jamaica 
Cinnamon ; as likewife for acquainting me 
with the honour the Society have been 
pleafed to confer upon me, in elefting me 
a correfponding member. I have to requeft 
the favour of you to exprefs my thanks in 
fuitable terms, and to aflure the Society 
that I fliall ufe my utmofi: endeavours to 
defcrve the mark of refpeil lliewn -me, by 

communicating 
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communicating fuch ufeful obfervations as 
my limited fituation may enable me to malce, 
refpedting the Cinnamon, or whatever elfe 
relates to the obje£ls the Society have in 
view. 

I .have delayed thus long anTwering your 
favour, from the hope of being able to 
comply with your requeft, in fending fur- 
ther fpecimens of the Cinnamon bark, ac- 
companied with feme other produdts of the 
tree j as, the diftilled water, oil (called 
01. Malabathri), and camphor ; but from 
many other avocations I have not had it in 
my power to fulfil my intention ; yet have 
no doubt, from the trials I have made, the 
Society will be fatisfied of the utility of the 
products. 

Notwithftanding the ilourifhing flate of 
our trees, and the pains that have been taken 
to multiply them, they are not yej fuffi- 
ciently numerous to afford the quantity of 
Cinnamon fpecified in the advertifement of 
the Society, offering a premium for the im- 
P portation 



210 COLONIES AND TRADE. 

portation of it. I have defired Edward 
Long, Efq. of Wimpole-ftreet, to fubmit 
to your infpeftion a {hort paper on the Cin- 
namon tree, which I gave in laft year to 
the Houfe of AiTembly of this Ifland : 
it contains the befl anfwer I am at pre- 
fent able to give to the enquiries refped:ing 
the grow^th, culture, and management. 

The botanical vv^riters and voyagers who 
have written on the Cinnamon-tree, are 
very deficient in that information we want. 
They have defcanted upon the beauties and 
virtues of the feveral parts of the tree, but 
faid hardly any thing about the cultivation 
and management of it, or about the man- 
ner of taking the bark, which is rather a 
difficult operation. 

I intend as foon as poffible to tranfmit 
you the fpecimens before mentioned for the 
opinion of the Society, and (hall not be 
wanting on any occafion to communicate 
what I think the Society may deem worthy 
their notice. 

I fliall 
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I fhall be highly obliged to the Society 
for fuch feeds* and plants as are fuited to 
this climate, and may be of ufe to the co- 
lony, or of advantage to commerce. I 
fliall be happy to make them a return from 
this country, fo fertile in ufeful and elegant 
plants. 

The Turmeric and Galangals are plants 
that would anfwer well in cultivation here, 
if they had a market, and we knew how to 
cure them properly for exportation. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

humble fervant, 

Thomas Danced, 

BotmtC'Gardetiy Jatnaitay 
July 9./^th, 1789. 

Mr. More. 

• Some feeds, of the the fpecies of Kali, from which 
Barilla is prepared in Spain, have fmce been fent to Dr. 
Dancer, 

P s. Dr. 
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Dr. D A N C E R's ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

CINNAMON TREES 

GROWING IN THE 

ISLAND OF JAMAICA. 



A brief Account of the Culture and Ufes of 
the Cinnamon Tree. 



THE Cinnamon-trees of this Ifland have 
been raifed from a few plants taken 
along with a large colledion of other oriental 
exotics in a French fhip, bound from the 
Ifle of France to Hifpaniola, and prefented 
to the Botanic Garden by Lord Rodney, 
when he came down here, after his glorious 
vidlory of the I2th of April, 1782. 

Upon comparing the parts of the tree 
with the defcription and figure given by 

Burman 
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Burilian and other botanifts, it appears to 
be the real Ceylon Cinnamon, and of the 
beft kind, called by the natives *Rafre Cb- 
ronde : but the fpecimens of bark taken put 
it out of all doubt, being, in the opinion 
of the beft judges, of an equal, if not fupe- 
rior quality to any imported from India. 

The various and important ufcs to which 

the feveral parts of the plant are applied, 

make it an invaluable acquifition to the 

Weft-India colonies 3 and there can be no 

P 3 impediment, 

* Quafi <iicas : acre, fuave, ac dalce Cinnamomum, 
quod verum et prjeftantiffimum habetur Cinnamomum. 

Burmanni The/aurus» 
Alters fpecies funt, 

2. Cahette Coronde, five amarum. 

3. Cappare Coronde, quia caphurse faporem odoremque 

potentifSmum reddit. 

4. Welle Coronde, five arenofum. 

5. Sewel Coronde, vel mucilaginofum. 

6. Nicke Coronde. 

7. Dawel Coronde, five tympani. 

8. Catte Coronde, feu fpinofum. 
9- Mace Coronde, five floridum. 

Praeter memoratas jam fpecies, alias etiam Cinnamomi 
diverfitates in Zeylona obfervantur. 
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impediment, except ail impolitic prohibi- 
tion, to its becoming an article of general 
cultivation, and of the moft luctative com** 
mefce. 

None of the botanical writers whom I 
have had an opportunity of confulting, fay 
much of the cultivation or propagation of 
the Cinnamon ; and we have hardly had 
time to make fufficient obfervations on the 
fubje(Et of either ; but for the information 
of the public, to whom it is a matter of 
fome importance, I fliall venture the few 
remarks which my own ihort experience 
enables me to offer. 

The Cinnamon-plant, though (accord-* 
jng to the account of travellers) it grows 
to the height of twenty or thirty feet, is, 
properly fpeaking, an arborefcent one, and 
not a tree of tlie common kind : it puts 
out numerous fide-branches, with a denfe 
foliage from the very bottom of the trunk ; 
which furnifhes an opportunity of obtaining 
a plenty of layers, and faciUtates the pro- 
3 pagation 
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pagation of the tree, as it does not perfedt 
its feeds in any quantity under fix or feven 
years i when it becomes fo plentifully loaded, 
that a fingle tree is fufficient alinoft for a 
colony. 

The Cinnamon feems to delight in a 
loofej moift foil, and to require a fouthern 
afped ; the trees, thus planted, flourifliing 
better than others growing in loam, and 
not fo well expofed to the fun. 

When healthy, it is (from layers) of a 
pretty quick growth, reaching in eight 
years the height of fifteen or twenty feet, 
is very fpreading, and furniflied with nu- 
merous branches, of a fit fize for decortica- 
tion. The feeds however are a long time 
in coming up, and the plants make fmall 
progreis for the firft year or two.* 

P 4 The 

* The birds appear to be very fond of the berries, and 
will, probably, propagate this tree in the fame way they 
do many others every where over the ifland ; fo that in a 
Ihort time it will grow ^ontaneoufly, or without culti- 
vation. 
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The beft Cinnamon bark, according td 
the different trials I have made, is taken 
from the fmall branches, of about an inch 
diameter, the larger limbs not being fo 
eafily decorticated, and not yielding fo good, 
or fo ftrong a Cinnamon. The fmaller twigs, 
or thofe that have not acquired a cineritious 
bark, are too full of fap and mucilage, and 
have little aroma. 

It is the libevt or inner bark, that con- 
ilitutes the Cinnamon, from vs'hich the two 
external barks mull be carefully and entirely 
feparated, or they vitiate the flavour of the 
Cinnamon. To do this with dexterity, and 
to raife the bark from the vs^ood, requires 
fome practice j but there may perhaps be an 
eafier method than that Vv hich I have made 
ufe of j w^hich was that of a common 
pruning-knife. The bark being thus fe- 
parated, the fmaller pieces are to be placed 
within the larger ; which, by expofure to 
the fun or the air, prefently coil up, and 
require no further preparation, 

A dry 



COLONIES AND TRADE. 217 

A dry .feafori, I apprehend, is the proper 
one for taking the bark j* as I have found 
the Cinnamon not fo ftrong after long or 
heavy rains. Cinnamon feems to be much 
more retentive of its virtues than any of 
the other fpices j but it will certainly be 
proper to proted it, when taken, as much 
as poffible, from the air and moifture, by 
clofe packing in^cedar chefts. 

Having thus communicated all that I am 
able from my own obfervations, refpedling 
the culture and preparation of the Cinna- 
mon, I fhall add what I know with relpeft 
to the ufes of its feveral parts. 

The leaves, whether recent or dried, 
are fo ftrongly impregnated with an aroma^ 
fimilar to the Cinnamon, that they are on 
all occafions a good fuccedaneum for the 
bark, both in cookery and medicine. Di- 
ililled, they give an excellent fimple and 

fprituous 

• The month of May is the time for taking it in 
Ceylon. 
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fpirituous water, and an eflential oil, of 
the nature of oil of cloves* Powdered, 
they are a good aromatic fpecies, or maref- 
chal perfume. 

Every part of the tree, according to 
writers of the beft authority, affords fome 
ufeful product. To them I mull refer, till 
I have had opportunity for experiment. I 
fhall therefore conclude this imperfed {ketch 
by a quotation from the author before men- 
tioned. 

* Arbor Cinnamomi, jure merito, regina 

* omnium arbor um vocari meretur. Ex 

* floribus enim aqua, oleum, fpiritus, et 

* conferva penetrantiflima, et fummi ufus, 

* in arte medica, producuntur : ex foliis 

* pulvis carminativus in colics pafiionibus, 

* tympanitide, ad tormina inteftinorum, &c, 

* Ex illis etiam aqua, oleum ilillatit. fy- 

* rupus, ol. co<S. ad externos ufus optimum 

* prasparatur. Fruftus etiam dant aquam et 

* oleum fortiff. diftill. et cod:um, unde em- 

plaftra. 
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* plaftra, et linimenta penetrantiffima. De 

* cortice hujus arboris nil dicas, quum apud 

* plures alios audlores, et ipfum vulgum de 

* ejus incomparabilibus virtutibus fatis con- 

* ftet : fed prater h«c omnia radix imprimis 

* hujus arboris plurimas offer t raedicinas, 

* cujus cortex excellentiffimum eft alexi- 

* pharmacum, et fudoriferum in morbis 

* venenatis, et malignis, efficaciffimum, quae 

* per diftillationem et preparationem ex- 

* hibet aquam, et oleum camphor^, immo 

* veram camphoram. 

* Tot tanta?que varias res, et medicamina 

* ex una hac arbore procedunt, ut jufta fit 

* occaljo demirandi, qui fit, ut una haec 

* arbor omnigenus nobis medicinas exhi- 

* beat.' 

Burmanni Thefaiirus Zelanicus, 
Edit, 1737. fage 6^. 



